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RESUME OF GORDON HENRY SYMS 
Gordon H. Syms was born 
in Wetaskiwin, Alberta, Canada, 
in 1936. He attended the University 
of Alberta in Edmonton, Alberta, 
where he majored in electrical engi-
neering and power systems. He 
received the degree of Bachelor of 
Science in May 1959. 
The four years following 
graduation he was in the Royal 
Canadian Air Force where he was 
employed as a telecommunication 
officer. He supervised the opera-
tion and maintenance of ground 
radar, communications, and tele-
metry equipment. 
In September 1963 he en-
rolled as a graduate student at the University of Washington in 
Seattle. He received the degrees of Master of Science in December 
1964, and Doctor of Philosophy in August 1967, both in electrical 
engineering. His initial research in the field of digital computer 
circuit design, and his later research in pattern recognition and 
machine learning, were under the direction of Professor David L. 
Johnson. 
For three years after graduation he was employed by the De-
partment of Computing Science, University of Alberta in Edmonton 
where he taught courses in the logical design of computers and the 
design and evaluation of computer operating systems. His research 
was in the evaluation of computer operating systems using simula-
tion and data analysis techniques. 
In August 1970 he joined the faculty of the Naval Postgraduate 
School, Monterey, California, where he is teaching in the Department 
of Mathematics. His current research is concerned with the evalua-
tion and design principles of time-sharing computer systems. 
He is a member of the Association of Computing Machinery, the 
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers Inc. , Canadian In-
formation Possessing Society, Association of Professional Engineers 
of Alberta, and Sigma Xi. 
